
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

  

 

 

 

I hope all of you celebrated a blessed Christmas with family and friends. I was able to spend time with all of my 

daughters and most of my grandchildren. It’s difficult getting the whole family together at the same time now that 

they’re older. 

The coming year is going to have some challenges. Like the turtle, we’re going to have to stick our necks out a little if we 

want to get ahead. We are blessed with several wonderful volunteers who help out regularly at the major events. We 

could not succeed without them. However, like many organizations, we have a small percentage of the total 

membership doing most of the work. What’s more, it is difficult to find people who actually want to take full 

responsibility for putting on events. I know what it’s like, I’ve often said to myself and others, “I don’t want to be chief, I 

just want to be a good Indian.” 

We are very fortunate to have DGK Joe Manhart who runs almost all of our food events. He does a great job and we 

would be hard pressed to replace him. However, Joe isn’t getting any younger (imagine that) and he’s not going to be 

able to continue running it all by himself. We will have to break Joe’s job down into smaller chunks and get some 

lieutenants to take on portions of his responsibilities. This means people will have to step forward and “belly up to the 

bar” as they say. We can slice it and dice it in lots of different ways but the bottom line is, we have to start taking on 

Joe’s responsibilities. And frankly, we can’t rely on a bunch of 75, 80 and 85 year old guys to do it. It’s got to be some of 

the younger Knights. 

What’s more, if we look at the bigger picture, we’ve got to keep in mind that almost all of the officers will have been in 

their positions for two years or more at the end of the year. I’m quite sure we will have multiple “retirements” to deal 

with as we begin to consider next year’s slate.  Again, the younger Knights have to come forward to assume these 
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positions. Moreover, we have to recruit younger guys and they have to participate actively or the Council will diminish 

and whither away. Mark my words, it will happen sooner than we think! 

So, I am going to ask you guys to “pray on this.” We have to get going pretty soon. We can’t just keep putting it off. We 

will talk more about this issue in the early part of the coming year. God bless all of you. Pray hard! 

 

GK Jerry McGrath 
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During our February 2024 Council meeting, the process began with a 

motion made by Brother John Kaspar resulting in a unanimous decision 

to raise the necessary $200,000 to purchase a mobile clinic for 

CPCI.  Grand Knight Russ Scott appointed John as Project Manager who 

immediately initiated the formal application process and advanced 

same through our local Council, Diocesan and Supreme agencies, as 

well as Florida State Charities.  Following a relatively quick and 

seamless proceeding, Supreme Council granted permission to transfer 

the 200K funds directly to CPCI who purchased the specialized 

vehicle.  Supreme then sent a $45,000 check to CPCI for their purchase 

of a specifically sized new ultrasound machine, thus completing the 

mobile clinic.  This new fully equipped mobile clinic represents an 

investment of $250,000 and is the first of its kind in the state of 

Florida.  On November 22, 2024, our Chaplain, Father Robert Kantor, 

blessed the new life-saving mobile clinic in a beautiful ceremony after 

which CPCI sponsored a lovely reception. 

During the Knights annual Florida state convention, Florida K of C 

Charities, Inc. presented our Council with a 2023-2024 Ultrasound 

Platinum Award, and all attendees at the convention gave our Council a 

standing ovation for our efforts.  Scott and his entire CPCI staff are 

most grateful to our Council and Columbiettes and our Supreme 

Council for this tremendously vital gift. 

Our first degree is charity.  This gift was one of brotherhood and was 

given in solidarity with humankind as we promote our Knights of 

Columbus pro-life belief in the sanctity of human life from conception 

to natural death.  Jesus told us to love Him and to love one 

another.  We know that to love is to act.  And act, we did, Brother 

Knights and Sister Columbiettes.  Please pray that our endeavor 

will help save the lives of our good God's little children for years to 

come !   

Brother John Kasper 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY AND COAT DONATION                           



 

 

 

 

 

   

      

 

 

 

 

 

3nd MONTHLY BREAKFAST                            

Check for $1600 presented to John 

Goddard of Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 

Santa and Mrs. Claus with young 

children and the Columbiettes 



 

 

      

 

    

 

 

     

The St. Agnes  Color Corp was also represented by Jeff Vespo, John Shelton, Joe Russo and 

myself along with several other Color Corp members from various Assemblies at the Naples 

Christmas Parade to walk along with the St. EliI zabeth Seton KofC Council float. 
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LIVE NATIVITY  2024                        

Yearly event supported by Volunteers from St. Agnes, John Neumann HS and St. Elizabeth 

BAKE SALE 



 

 

           

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear fellow Knights, I hope you had a wonderful and blessed Christmas.  We have had a 

successful 2024 and now we need to focus on 2025! 

In the month of January, we will hold a Recruitment Drive.  We expect to have a Knight speak at 

each of the Masses on the weekend of January 25 and 26th., giving folks an idea of who we 

are.  We will have a table with written information to give to prospects as well,  but we need a 

few Knights (with their nameplates on) to talk to the men who show an interest.  This shouldn’t 

take any longer than 15 minutes but it is vital to actually talk to prospects face to face. 

Secondly, we need to start putting together the list of volunteers to work our signature Tootsie 

Roll Drive.  We plan to do three stores (Winn Dixie, Publix Pebblebrook and Publix NaplesWalk) 

on February 13th, 14th and 15th-please note this is the week after Superbowl.  We will do 4 

shifts, 2 hours per shift, per store per day.  We prefer 2 people per shift but that doesn’t always 

work out.  I also need 3 volunteers, one for each store, to oversee the operations and to serve as 

a contact if anything comes up. 

An officer will periodically stop by and pick up the money during the day. 

Lastly, we will do our Tootsie Roll collection at St Agnes on Saturday and Sunday, March 1st and 

2nd, after all Masses.  We need a few people for each Mass since we have 4 doors  to 

cover.  Once again, 15 or 20 minutes is all you’ll need to do. We will also need at least one 

volunteer to commit to help gathering the receipts to be given to our Financial Secretary after 

every Mass. 

I will have sign-up sheets for each event at our meeting in January.  Even if you don’t know the 

date, sign without date/time and leave your contact information-I’ll be sure to contact you. 

Wow, this seems like a lot but we will be in Season when most of the brothers are in 

town.  When you volunteer, you have time to interact with fellow Knights(and spouses, maybe 

even kids!) and further solidify our special bonds!  Vivat Jesus! 

Guillermo 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

SUPREME NEWS    

COUNCIL NEWS 

Ban Ki-moon, then secretary general of the United Nations, greeted Pope Francis before the Holy 

Father addressed world leaders gathered for the U.N.’s annual General Assembly in New York City 

on Sept. 25, 2015. “Your Holiness,” he said, “welcome to the pulpit of the world.” 

 

It was the fifth time a pope had spoken from that unique pulpit since the Holy See attained 

permanent observer status at the United Nations in 1964. For the past 60 years, the Holy See 

Mission to the United Nations has worked diligently and creatively to give global resonance to the 

Church’s teachings and perspective. 

Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly noted the 60th anniversary in his annual report in August, saying, “To 

celebrate this milestone, we’re strengthening our long history of support for the Mission, as it brings 

the Church’s prophetic voice to the world stage.” 

To this end, the Knights of Columbus Board of Directors pledged last spring to financially assist the 

Holy See Mission in renovating its New York City office — 30 years after the Order helped to acquire 

the building as a gift to Pope John Paul II. 

 



 

 

                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

If you now are a 1st or 2nd degree Knight and need to attain the 
3rd degree before you can become a 4th Degree, please contact 
the 14202 Membership Director and Chancellor Brother 
Guillermo Lopez-Perez at guillerph03@gmail.com and ask him to 
help you get this done as soon as possible. Please contact me 
with any questions. 
 
God bless and vivat Jesus! 
 
Fraternally, 
 
SK Jeffrey T. Vespo, PGK, PFN 
 
DISTRICT DEPUTY #60 
Cell: (239) 398-4969 
Fax: (239) 398-9910       JTV@VESPO.COM 
 

State Treasurer Richard Dahn…Newly Inducted Sir Knight Rocco Perlino & Fisthful Controller Jerry Burgos  



 

 

 

 

SK Monte Hilmoe, FN        St. Agnes Assembly #3094      240-423-0985 

 



 

 

              

  

 

Father, we come before You with hearts burdened by urgent needs. 

Please intervene in the lives of those who are battling severe illness, 

bringing healing and restoration. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord and let the perpetual light  shine 

upon them. May they rest in peace.    Amen  



 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

  

     
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer, Formation, and Fraternity for Men 

The men of Knights of Columbus Council No. 14202 are excited to 

share the implementation of Cor, a new formation and fraternal 

opportunity for the men of St. Agnes’ parish. Cor exists to form and 

strengthen Catholic men in faith and virtue as missionary disciples 

by drawing them into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ 

through prayer, formation, and fraternity.  Attendees need not be 

members of the Knights; all men are welcome. 

The first Cor meeting will be held at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, October 

22nd in the Parish Center. Come join your brother parishioners for 

pizza, prayer and fraternity.  We will meet on the 1st and 3rd 

Tuesdays of the month. 

A question to ask yourself “how do I want to grow as a Catholic 

man?” 

These are the dates… 

1/7, 1/21, 2/4, 2/18, 3/4, 3/18, 4/1, 4/15, 5/6, 5/20, 6/3, 6/17, 

7/1,7/15 

If you have additional questions, please reach out to Bobby Drouin 

at 412.853.4406 or bobby_drouin@yahoo.com. 

God Bless 

 



 

 

  

          Our KofC Insurance Agent:    Cell: 239-910-0035   Mike.Schulte@KofC.org 
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Note from the Editor    
This is OUR newsleter and your help is always needed and appreciated.   

Our goals… 

• Ensure all our coucil brothers are constantly informed and updated  

• Provides a way for our members to engage in evrything our council offers 

• Provide the avenue for all member to communcate to each other 

• Illustrate our past activities via pictures  

• Make it fun!  

• Please notify me if…. 

o If there are any corrections or additions need to be made  

o If you have any events, pictures, awards, etc. that you feel would be of interest to all 

o If you have any ideas or notes for the Good Of the Order 

 

Fratrnally yours; 

 

Brother Bob Jurik          Recorder & Editor    516.317.6084 

Brother Rocco Perlino  Assistant Editor 


